'I/!h.IEE'Il'

Iranian

a

Journal
Trends and Achievements in
Learning Technology

H © ttr [/jlt.iaet.ir/

A Phenomenologlcal Study of the Challenges of the
Farhangian University Curriculum, with Emphasis on the
Content Component and the Provision of Solutions

Kamal Nosrati Heshi ! | Hamidreza Dehghan 2* | Negin Rostamvand 3 |
Mohammad Azimi 4

1. Department of Educational Sciences, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
kamalnosratil367@cfu.ac.ir

2. Corresponding Author, Department of Psychology and Counselling, Farhangian University, Tehran,
Iran. E-mail: hr.dehghan@cfu.ac.ir

3. Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Educational Sciences and Psychology, University of
Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran. E- mail: n.rostamy and1380@gmail.com

4. Department of Educational Sciences, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
mohammad_azimi@cfu.ac.ir

Print ISSN:
3060-7167
Online ISSN:
3060-656X

Article Type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received Novmber 16,
2025

Received in revised
form February 08,
2026

Accepted May 22, 2026

Published Online June
26, 2026

Keywords:
Educational
Content,
Challenges and
Solutions,
Lived Experiences of
Student Teachers

ABSTRACT

This qualitative phenomenological study aimed to explore the challenges of the
Farhangian University cutticulum with an emphasis on the content component and
to document the solutions experienced by pre-setvice teachers, Farhangian
University faculty, and graduates in Ardabil Province. Methods: Purposive and
convenience sampling were employed, with inclusion criteria: for faculty, at least five
years of teaching at Farhangian University and teaching courses related to the
elementary education curriculum content; for pre-setvice teachers (entry cohorts
2020 and 2021 in Elementary Education)—completion of practicum units and at least
half of the program units; for graduates (entry cohorts 97 and 98 in Elementary
Education)—at least one year of setvice in public and Shahed schools in Ardabil
Province. Data were collected over three months (Octobet—December 2023) through
semi-structured interviews. In this qualitative study, intetviews continued until
theoretical saturation, ending with 11 interviews from pre-setvice teachers, 15 from
faculty, and 20 from graduates. For trustworthiness, Lincoln & Guba (1985)
ctitetia—credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability— wete applied.
Findings: The results indicate that the content of the Farhangian University
curriculum faces several challenges. Participants proposed solutions to overcome
these challenges, including: empowering faculty, conducting needs assessments,
reflective approaches in content development, revisions to curricular resoutces,
organizing conferences and calls for engagement to improve content, soliciting
feedback from pre-service teachers, expanding university libraries, foresight in
planning, addressing resource shortages, developing novel content, improving the
quantity and quality of practicum units, delivering capacity-building wotkshops for
pre-service teachers, bringing university training closer to school practice, and
clevating the scholatly and reseatrch caliber of pre-setvice teachers.
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Introduction

This qualitative phenomenological study aimed to explore the challenges of the
Farhangian University curriculum with an emphasis on the content component
and to document the solutions experienced by pre-service teachers, Farhangian
University faculty, and graduates in Ardabil Province. Methods: Purposive and
convenience sampling were employed, with inclusion criteria for faculty: at least
five years of teaching at Farhangian University and teaching courses related to
the elementary education curriculum content; for pre-service teachers (entry
cohorts 2020 and 2021 in Elementary Education)—completion of practicum
units and at least half of the program units; for graduates (entry cohorts 97 and
98 in Elementary Education)—at least one year of service in public and Shahed
schools in Ardabil Province. Data were collected over three months (October—
December 2023) through semi-structured interviews. In this qualitative study,
interviews continued until theoretical saturation, ending with 11 interviews from
pre-service teachers, 15 from faculty, and 20 from graduates. For
trustworthiness, Lincoln & Guba's (1985) criteria—credibility, transferability,
dependability, and confirmability—were applied. Findings: The results indicate
that the content of the Farhangian University curriculum faces several
challenges. Participants proposed solutions to overcome these challenges,
including empowering faculty, conducting needs assessments, reflective
approaches in content development, revisions to curricular resources, organizing
conferences and calls for engagement to improve content, soliciting feedback
from pre-service teachers, expanding university libraries, foresight in planning,
addressing resource shortages, developing novel content, improving the quantity
and quality of practicum units, delivering capacity-building workshops for pre-
service teachers, bringing university training closer to school practice, and
elevating the scholarly and research caliber of pre-service teachers.

Research Question(s)

The study was guided by semi-structured interview questions developed for each
participant group (student teachers, faculty, and graduates) focusing on the
practicality, deficiencies, congruence with goals, challenges, flexibility, and
solutions related to curriculum content.

Literature Review
Several studies have been conducted related to the research topic. For example,
Teimournia & Emamjome (2023) in a study titled "Design and accreditation of
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the extracurricular activities model of the elementary education major at
Farhangian University" concluded that formal curricula and extracurricular
activities in elementary education should be integrated for the professional
development of student teachers, and part of the design and implementation of
activities should be delegated to student teachers. Gholampour, Ahmadi &
Emamjome (2023) in a study titled "Current model of internship curriculum of
Farhangian University based on contextual analysis" showed that challenges of
implementing organizations (Farhangian University and partner schools) and
behavioral factors of implementers (weaknesses of supervising professors,
mentor teachers, and student teachers) limit the optimal implementation of the
internship program at Farhangian University. Rahimi, Osare & Ahgar (2022) in
a study titled "Status of the components of the undergraduate internship
curriculum model at Farhangian University (feasibility —study of
implementation)" found that the level of components and indicators of the
internship curriculum model was evaluated as below average, and the status of
internship curriculum indicators in practice was not favorable. Arefnejad &
Emamalipour (2020) in a study titled "Identifying the disadvantages of the
internship curriculum of Farhangian University" from the perspective of
professors, student teachers, and mentor teachers, demonstrated that the
internship curriculum of this university suffers damage in policy-making (goal
and content setting), implementation (learning activities, materials and resources,
teaching strategies, grouping, time and space of education), and evaluation.
Dehghan, Mehram & Karami (2017) in a study titled "Evaluation of Farhangian
University Curriculum in terms of training research teachers (Case: Shahid
Beheshti and Shahid Hasheminejad campuses)” concluded that although
Farhangian University has moved towards being research-oriented in recent
years, it still has deficiencies, including lack of space, facilities, physical and
equipment infrastructure, and specialized and motivated personnel.

Methodology

This research is a qualitative study of the phenomenological type.
Phenomenology is research about the world in which the researcher is closely
connected with the phenomena under study and seeks to understand themselves
through the experience of these phenomena. The data collection tool in the
present study was a semi-structured interview. Potential participants in this study
were student teachers in Elementary Education, faculty members, and graduates
of Elementary Education from the 2018 and 2019 cohorts (Persian calendar
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years 1397-1398) of Farhangian University in Ardabil province. The selection of
subjects and their number was done using purposive and convenience sampling,
contingent on the interviewees' willingness to participate. According to Parvari
(2020), in phenomenological research, there is no fixed number of interviewees,
but the required sample is usually at least 6 and at most 50 individuals. Based on
the theoretical saturation approach in this study, no new information was
obtained after 11 interviews with student teachers, 15 interviews with faculty
members, and 20 interviews with graduates, at which point the interviews
stopped. It should be noted that the research questions were designed by
studying the research background and consulting with educational sciences
professors. Finally, to achieve credibility, transferability, dependability, and
confirmability, techniques such as triangulation, member checking, obtaining
parallel detailed information, and researcher self-review were used.

Results

The results showed that student teachers reported the theoretical nature of the
material and weaknesses in professors' presentation as factors reducing the
practicality of the content, while they found the internship to be effective in
making content practical. Furthermore, weaknesses in the teacher training
process, lack of practical content, weaknesses in course units, and inadequate
needs assessment were identified by student teachers as deficiencies in the
provided content. They also considered the content to be consistent with the
goals of the system. However, they explained that this congruence is low in
practice and considered it far from the goals of teacher training. Faculty
members reported the following as challenges of the curriculum content:
inadequacy of the provided content, problems in developing syllabi and
resources, low performance of professors, poor quality of needs assessment,
failure to develop content in accordance with the Fundamental Reform
Document of Education (Sanad-e Tahavol-e Bonyadain), rent-seeking in
textbook publication, lack of necessary facilities, and student teachers' low
perception of their professional mission. Professors cited the evolving trend of
Farhangian University, the role of the central organization in creating changes
and reforms, the professor's discretion in selecting content for presentation, and
the flexibility and modifiability of courses as reasons for the flexibility of the
content for revision, replacement, or deletion. Moreover, faculty-proposed
solutions to overcome challenges and deficiencies included: creating changes in
resources, involving professors in developing, modifying, or deleting curriculum
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content, needs assessment, empowering professors, establishing interactions to
improve content, holding conferences and calls for proposals, seeking opinions
from student teachers, developing university libraries, foresight, addressing the
lack of facilities, and producing novel content. Graduates reported the following
weaknesses and shortcomings in the content provided at Farhangian University
upon entering the workplace: predominantly theoretical presentation of material;
the university's idealized portrayal of the classtoom and teaching; inadequate
examination of elementary school textbooks; weaknesses in the provided
content; weaknesses in professor performance; lack of welfare, research, and
scientific facilities; low performance of Farhangian University in training future
teachers; and the impact of COVID-19 on the quality of education for the 2019
cohort (entry year 1398).

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that implementing
faculty-proposed solutions—such as creating changes in resources, involving
professors in developing/modifying/deleting cutriculum content, conducting
needs assessments, empowering professors, establishing interactions to improve
content, holding conferences and calls for proposals, seeking opinions from
student teachers, developing university libraries, foresight, addressing facility
shortages, and producing novel content—are highly necessary and essential for
overcoming the challenges and deficiencies in the content domain.
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