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Introduction

In recent decades, artificial intelligence (AI) has emerged as one of the most
transformative technologies across various domains of life, particularly in
education, bringing about profound changes in teaching—learning processes,
assessment, decision-making, and educational interactions (Kavanagh, 2019;
Chu et al,, 2022; Crompton & Burke, 2023). Evidence suggests that a large
proportion of university students rely on Al tools for their academic activities,
using them for content generation, summarization, and problem-solving (Chen
et al., 2020; Mustapha et al., 2025).

In this context, the role of student teachers as future educators becomes
especially critical, as they are not only users of intelligent technologies but also
transmitters of ethical and value-based models to their students (Celik et al.,
2022; Atlas, 2023). Consequently, individuals’ capacity for ethical reflection on
Al has gained increasing attention as a key component of digital ethics (Ali et al.,
2024; Wang et al., 2025). Given the emphasis of Islamic teachings on
responsibility, justice, and human dignity, examining the role of religious
commitment in shaping ethical reflection toward Al particularly among student
teachers represents an important scientific and educational necessity (Moosa,
2016; Ahmed et al., 2025). Accordingly, the research question is: Can religious
commitment predict student teachers' ethical reflection on the use of artificial
intelligence?

Literature Review

Research indicates that Al ethical reflection encompasses the ability to recognize
ethical issues, critically evaluate the consequences of technology, and orient its
use toward social good (Goldsmith et al., 2020; Patel, 2024; Wang et al., 2025).
At the same time, unreflective or uninformed use of Al may lead to significant
ethical risks, including threats to privacy, academic dishonesty, and the erosion
of human agency (Arsen’eva et al., 2024; Law et al., 2025).

From the psychology of religion perspective, religious commitment is
conceptualized as a multidimensional construct consisting of intrinsic and
extrinsic orientations. Intrinsic religious commitment involves the deep
internalization of religious beliefs that guide ethical behavior, whereas extrinsic
commitment primarily reflects the instrumental use of religion for external
benefits (Alkhouri, 2025; Jackson et al., 2023). Numerous studies have shown
that intrinsic religious commitment is positively associated with ethical
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sensitivity, empathy, and moral self-regulation (Zarabian & Mansoury, 2023).
Despite these findings, the relationship between religious commitment and
ethical reflection in the use of Al particularly within teacher education and the
cultural Islamic context of Iran—has received limited scholarly attention
(Papakostas, 2025).

Method

The present study employed a descriptive—correlational design. The statistical
population consisted of undergraduate student teachers (fourth semester and
above) at Allameh Amini Campus in Tabriz during the 2024—2025 academic year
who reported using Al tools for at least one hour per day. A random sample of
150 participants was selected. Religious commitment was measured using the
Religious Commitment Inventory (RCI-10), which includes two dimensions—
intrinsic and extrinsic religious commitment—and whose validity and reliability
have been confirmed in previous Iranian studies (Khojasteh-Mehr et al., 2014).
Al ethical reflection was assessed using the scale developed by Wang et al.
(2025), comprising three components: Al ethical awareness, critical evaluation
of Al, and the use of Al for social good. Data were analyzed using Pearson
correlation coefficients and standard regression analysis.

Findings

The results indicated significant positive relationships between both intrinsic and
extrinsic religious commitment and all dimensions of Al ethical reflection.
Intrinsic religious commitment showed the strongest correlations with critical
evaluation and the use of Al for social good, highlighting the prominent role of
internalized religious beliefs in ethical decision-making (Wang et al., 2025; Manaf
& Azzman, 2025). Regression analyses further revealed that while both forms of
religious commitment significantly predicted Al ethical reflection, intrinsic
religious commitment emerged as the stronger predictor, accounting for a
greater proportion of variance in the criterion variable.

Conclusion

The findings suggest that religious commitment—particularly intrinsic
commitment—can play a crucial role in shaping ethical reflection on Al through
moral self-regulation and the internalization of values (Nasimi & Keramati, 2025;
Alkhouri, 2025). These results are consistent with Islamic teachings that
emphasize reason, reflection, and the responsible use of technological tools
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(Moghtadaei et al., 2016). Overall, the findings of this study indicate that
adherence to Islamic values—particularly intrinsic religious commitment—_plays
a significant and meaningful role in predicting ethical reflection toward artificial
intelligence among student teachers. Individuals with higher levels of intrinsic
religious commitment approach emerging technologies with deeper spiritual
motivations and stronger moral self-regulation; consequently, when engaging
with artificial intelligence, they are more attentive to its ethical, human, and
spiritual implications. Given the rapid expansion of Al applications in education,
communication, decision-making, and even religious activities, it is essential for
teacher education systems in Iran to place greater emphasis on digital ethics
education grounded in religious values. By enhancing student teachers’ digital
ethical literacy and religious commitment, these systems can improve the
management of media and technology use while preventing potential risks such
as misuse or ethical oversimplification in encounters with intelligent
technologies.
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